
A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM

Act 1 of *A Midsummer Night's Dream* establishes the play's world, introducing the Athenian
society's patriarchal norms, impending marriages, and the contrasting realm of the magical forest.
It sets the stage for the exploration of themes like love, societal expectations, the interplay between
reality and illusion, and the beginnings of comedic misunderstandings that shape the unfolding
events.
1. Patriarchy and Matriarchy: Within the play, there's a depiction of contrasting power dynamics
between genders. These are highlighted through the relationships of Theseus and Hippolyta, and
Oberon and Titania. Theseus, the Duke of Athens, represents the patriarchal figure, while
Hippolyta, the Queen of the Amazons, brings in a matriarchal presence. Similarly, Oberon and
Titania, the fairy king and queen, showcase a power struggle, reflecting both dominance and
equality.
2.World of Magic and Reality: The Athenian world represents order and reason, whereas the
forest, inhabited by the fairies, embodies a realm of enchantment, magic, and irrationality. The
interplay between these worlds blurs the lines between what's real and what's illusory.
3. Comedy of Errors: The play's structure relies heavily on misunderstandings and mistaken
identities. Characters like Puck and the fairies, as well as the mechanicals, create confusion and
comedic situations that drive the plot forward.
4. Theme of Creativity: The theme of creativity emerges notably in the play within the play,
performed by the "rude mechanicals." Their earnest but amateurish attempts at creativity provide
comic relief while showcasing the power of art and performance to transform reality.
5. Hero as Lover or Tyrannical Man:Hero, being a character open to interpretation, displays
qualities of a devoted lover to Hermia, yet his insistence on having his way and defying her desires
might be viewed as somewhat tyrannical.
6. Irony: Irony runs rampant throughout the play, whether it's the fairies’ mischief gone wrong or
the absurdity of Bottom's transformation into an ass and the subsequent reactions of those around
him.
7. Land of Utopia: The forest serves as a utopian space where characters escape societal norms. It
allows freedom of expression, desire, and resolution of conflicts in a way that the structured
Athenian society does not permit.
8. Puck vs. Bottom: Puck, mischievous and magical, contrasts vividly with Bottom, the humorous
yet unwitting object of the fairies' pranks. Puck embodies the supernatural elements, while Bottom
represents the common man's follies.
9. Superstitious Elements: The play integrates beliefs and superstitions prevalent during
Shakespeare's time, infusing an aura of mystery and mystique. The fairies' spells and
enchantments, as well as the love potion's effects, contribute to this mystical atmosphere.



10. Symbolism: Various symbols abound in the play, such as the love-in-idleness flower,
symbolizing erratic and unpredictable love, and the forest itself, symbolizing transformation,
freedom, and a place where the rules of society can be subverted.
These intricate elements interweave throughout the play, creating layers of meaning, depth, and
entertainment, characteristic of Shakespearean works.
Act. 2
A Midsummer Night's Dream deepens relationships, showcases power struggles between Oberon
and Titania in the fairy world, accentuates the tensions in Athenian society due to conflicting love
interests, and highlights the complexities of control and authority within relationships, both human
and magical. It lays the groundwork for the intertwining plots, emphasizing the blurred lines
between reality and illusion while delving further into gender dynamics and power struggles.
1. Relationships:Act 2 deepens the complexities of relationships. Lysander and Hermia's forbidden
love contrasts with Demetrius's pursuit of Hermia, creating tension and showcasing the various
shades of romantic entanglements.
2. Matriarchy: The introduction of Titania, the fairy queen, amplifies the presence of female
authority in the fairy world. Her conflict with Oberon illustrates a power struggle within the
matriarchal realm.
Patriarchy:
- Theseus, the Duke of Athens, represents the patriarchal figure in the Athenian world. He
embodies authority, and his impending marriage to Hippolyta, the Queen of the Amazons, reflects a
union between two worlds, albeit with a power imbalance favoring Theseus.
- Theseus's insistence on enforcing the Athenian law regarding Hermia's marriage choice portrays
the societal norms and patriarchal control prevalent in the play's human world.
- Demetrius, who initially holds power over Hermia's fate due to her father's approval, exemplifies
the societal structure where men exert control over women's lives and choices.
Gender Role Reversal:
- Interestingly, in the fairy world, there's a partial reversal of gender roles. Titania, the Queen of
the fairies, exhibits authority and power independent of Oberon. Her refusal to yield to Oberon's
demands regarding the changeling boy challenges the conventional gender dynamics present in the
Athenian world.
Power Dynamics in Relationship:
- The conflict between Oberon and Titania reveals power struggles within their relationship.
Oberon's desire for the changeling boy as a servant disrupts their harmony, portraying the
complexities of power dynamics even in the otherworldly realm of the fairies.
- Additionally, the power play involving Oberon's manipulation of Puck and the love potion
showcases power dynamics not only in romantic relationships but also in subordinate roles within
the fairy hierarchy.
Forest as place of illusion, desires and unconscious



. Illusion: The forest becomes a canvas for Shakespeare's exploration of illusion. Characters
wander into this mystical space, where reality blurs with enchantment. The confusion caused by
Puck's magic intensifies the illusion, creating mistaken identities and surreal encounters.
. Desires The forest acts as a catalyst for characters to explore their deepest desires. Lysander and
Hermia seek refuge here to pursue their forbidden love, defying the constraints of Athenian
society. Similarly, Helena's fervent pursuit of Demetrius is amplified in this otherworldly
environment, intensifying the themes of desire and love.
. Unconscious: The forest serves as a representation of the characters' subconscious. Their hidden
feelings, unspoken desires, and suppressed emotions come to the forefront. Under the influence of
Puck's love potion, characters reveal their true feelings, unearthing their unconscious thoughts and
passions.
Sexuality: The play hints at themes of desire and romantic attraction rather than overt sexual
content. The interactions between characters like Lysander, Hermia, Demetrius, and Helena are
centered around romantic pursuits and unrequited love rather than explicit sexual encounters.
Puck's mischievous use of the love potion complicates matters, causing characters to fall in and out
of love randomly. This magical interference could be seen as a metaphor for the unpredictable
nature of desires and romantic attraction rather than representing explicit sexual situations.
Progressive female characters
Hermia: Hermia challenges societal norms by refusing to conform to her father's wishes regarding
her marriage. She asserts her agency and fights for her own choice in love, demonstrating
independence and determination uncommon for women of her era.Helena: Helena's outspokenness
and bold pursuit of Demetrius, despite his rejection, showcase her agency and assertiveness. Her
refusal to give up on love challenges the passive stereotype often assigned to female characters in
Shakespeare's works.Titania: As the fairy queen, Titania embodies authority and autonomy within
the mystical realm. Her stand against Oberon's demands regarding the changeling boy exhibits
strength and independence, showcasing a powerful female character unyielding in her decisions.
In Act 2, Shakespeare intertwines these themes, contrasting the patriarchal structure of the
human world with the atypical gender roles and power dynamics in the fairy realm, providing a
rich tapestry of societal commentary and relationships.
Multiple plots
In *A Midsummer Night's Dream*, Shakespeare intricately weaves multiple plots that intersect
and intertwine throughout the play:
1. Lovers in the Forest: The primary plot involves the romantic entanglements between Hermia,
Lysander, Demetrius, and Helena. Their pursuit and conflicts of love are intensified by the magical
interventions of the fairies.
2. Fairies' Mischief: The mischief caused by Puck and the fairy world, especially the conflict
between Oberon and Titania over the changeling boy, forms another significant plotline. This
magical realm's interference disrupts and influences the human characters' lives.



3. Mechanicals' Play: The subplot involving the "rude mechanicals" rehearsing and performing the
play for the Duke's wedding provides comedic relief. Their amateurish yet earnest attempts at
theater and the ensuing hilarity contribute to the play's overall comedic tone.
4. Conflict in the Athenian Court: The conflict between Egeus, Hermia, and Theseus regarding
Hermia's marriage choice adds another layer. This tension reflects the societal norms and legalities
of Athenian society, contrasting with the chaos and freedom of the forest.
These multiple plots intersect in the forest, creating a labyrinth of intertwining stories,
misunderstandings, and transformations, adding depth and complexity to the play's narrative
structure while enhancing its comedic and thematic elements.
Newly introduced characters mirror the old ones
In *A Midsummer Night's Dream*, Shakespeare introduces new characters in the fairy world who
mirror or parallel the traits or situations of the human characters:
1. **Oberon and Titania mirroring Theseus and Hippolyta:** Theseus, the Duke of Athens, and
Hippolyta, the Queen of the Amazons, are mirrored by Oberon, the fairy king, and Titania, the
fairy queen. Both pairs represent authority figures and are embroiled in conflicts, reflecting power
struggles and complex relationships.
2. **Lysander and Hermia mirroring Demetrius and Helena:** The romantic entanglements and
complexities between Lysander-Hermia and Demetrius-Helena in the human world find echoes in
the fairy world. The fairy King Oberon's meddling with the lovers'
Research on how Shakespearean comedies show influences of Roman plays of Plautus &
Terence, 16th cent Italian comedy & the comic plots of John Lyly & George Peele.?
Shakespeare's comedies indeed drew inspiration from various sources. Plautus and Terence,
ancient Roman playwrights, influenced Shakespeare's use of mistaken identities, clever servants,
and comedic misunderstandings seen in plays like "The Comedy of Errors" and "The Two
Gentlemen of Verona." Italian comedy, particularly from the 16th century, contributed to elements
like witty wordplay and intricate plots found in "The Taming of the Shrew" and "Much Ado About
Nothing." Additionally, the comic plots of John Lyly and George Peele might have influenced
Shakespeare's use of romantic entanglements and pastoral settings in works like "As You Like It"
and "A Midsummer Night's Dream.”
Absolutely, let's expand further on these influences:
1. Plautus and Terence
- Mistaken Identity and Twins: Plautus's "Menaechmi" likely inspired "The Comedy of Errors,"

where identical twins cause confusion due to mistaken identity. Terence's comedies, known for
their wit and intricate character interactions, might have influenced the depth of dialogue and
relationships in Shakespeare's works.
- Servants and Master Relationships: Plautus often depicted clever and resourceful servants, a

motif evident in characters like Puck in "A Midsummer Night's Dream" and the antics of servants
like Launce in "Two Gentlemen of Verona."
2. *6th Century Italian Comedy



- Commedia dell'arte Influence: This style introduced improvisation, stock characters, and
masked performances. Elements of this are seen in the witty banter between Beatrice and Benedick
in "Much Ado About Nothing," akin to the verbal sparring of commedia dell'arte characters.
- Intricate Plots and Machiavellian Influence: Machiavelli's comedies often featured complex plots

and political intrigue, aspects reflected in the convoluted plans and schemes within Shakespeare's
comedies like "Twelfth Night" and "All's Well That Ends Well."
3. John Lyly and George Peele
- **Romantic Entanglements and Pastoral Settings:** Lyly's plays, such as "Endymion,"

showcased romantic complexities and courtly love, themes echoed in Shakespeare's "As You Like
It" and the pastoral setting of "A Midsummer Night's Dream." Peele's works emphasized the
natural world as a backdrop for romance and mischief, akin to Shakespeare's use of nature's
settings in his comedies.
These influences collectively enriched Shakespeare's comedies, infusing them with diverse comedic
devices, nuanced character interactions, intricate plots, and a blend of wit and humor that continue
to captivate audiences centuries later.
History of Shakespeare in literature
Shakespeare's impact on literature is profound and expansive:
1. Early Life and Works
- Born in 1564, William Shakespeare became a prominent playwright and poet during the late

16th and early 17th centuries.
- He started as an actor in London and later became a playwright, writing his first plays in the

early 1590s.
2. Theatre and Popularity
- Shakespeare was associated with the Globe Theatre and the Lord Chamberlain's Men (later the

King's Men) acting company.
- His plays were performed for a wide audience, from commoners to nobility, and gained

immense popularity during his lifetime.
3. Works and Literary Impact.
- **Plays**: His plays are categorized into tragedies (e.g., "Hamlet," "Macbeth"), comedies (e.g.,

"Twelfth Night," "As You Like It"), histories (e.g., "Henry IV," "Richard III"), and tragicomedies
(e.g., "The Tempest").
- **Poetry**: His collection of 154 sonnets explores themes of love, beauty, mortality, and the

passage of time.
4. Language and Influence
- Shakespeare's mastery of language, including his creation of new words and phrases, has had a

lasting impact on the English language.
- His works explore profound human emotions, societal issues, and the complexities of the human

condition.
5. Legacy and Global Influence



- Shakespeare's influence extends globally, with translations and adaptations in various
languages and cultures.
- His plays and poems remain a cornerstone of literary education, theatre, and cultural discourse

worldwide.
6. Critical Reception and Scholarship.
- Over the centuries, scholars have extensively analyzed Shakespeare's works, interpreting

themes, characters, and his use of language, contributing to ongoing academic discourse and
debate.
Shakespeare's enduring legacy lies not only in his literary contributions but also in the universal
themes explored in his works, ensuring their relevance and resonance across generations and
cultures.
Shakespeare's biography
William Shakespeare, born in Stratford-upon-Avon, England, in April 1564, is renowned as one of
the greatest playwrights and poets in English literature. Though details about his life are
somewhat sparse, several key aspects are known:
1. **Early Life**: Shakespeare was the third of eight children born to John Shakespeare, a
prosperous local businessman, and Mary Arden, the daughter of a wealthy landowner. He likely
attended the local grammar school in Stratford.
2. **Marriage and Family**: At the age of 18, Shakespeare married Anne Hathaway, with whom
he had three children: Susanna and twins Hamnet and Judith.
3. **Career in London**: By the early 1590s, Shakespeare had moved to London, where he
established himself as an actor and playwright in the thriving theater scene.
4. **Theatre and Plays**: He became associated with the Lord Chamberlain's Men, a leading
acting company, and later became a shareholder in the Globe Theatre. He wrote numerous plays
across various genres, including tragedies ("Hamlet," "Othello"), comedies ("A Midsummer Night's
Dream," "Twelfth Night"), histories ("Henry IV," "Richard III"), and tragicomedies ("The
Tempest").
5. **Poetry**: Shakespeare also wrote poetry, most notably his collection of 154 sonnets,
exploring themes of love, beauty, time, and mortality.
6. **Later Years**: Around 1613, Shakespeare retired to Stratford-upon-Avon, where he lived
until his death in 1616.
7. **Legacy**: His works have had an immeasurable impact on literature, theater, and the English
language. His mastery of language, complex characters, and exploration of universal themes ensure
his enduring legacy.
Though the specifics of Shakespeare's life are not fully documented, his literary legacy remains an
integral part of global culture, continuing to inspire and captivate audiences centuries after his
death.
University wits



The University Wits were a group of English playwrights and scholars who were active in the late
16th century, around the same time as William Shakespeare. They were known for their
contributions to the development of English drama and literature.
Key members of this group included Christopher Marlowe, Thomas Nashe, Thomas Kyd, John
Lyly, and Robert Greene, among others. They were referred to as the University Wits because
many of them had attended universities and were highly educated.
These playwrights were instrumental in transitioning English drama from its earlier medieval
forms to the more sophisticated and intellectually challenging works of the Elizabethan era. They
brought elements of classical learning, rhetorical devices, and innovative techniques to the stage,
influencing the structure and style of English plays.
Christopher Marlowe, in particular, is renowned for his powerful and influential works, such as
"Doctor Faustus" and "Tamburlaine the Great." His dramatic contributions, along with those of his
contemporaries, helped lay the groundwork for the flourishing of English Renaissance drama and
set the stage for the works of Shakespeare and his contemporaries.
Characteristic of shakespearean comedy
Shakespearean comedies often share several characteristic elements:
1. **Complex Plots**: Comedies typically feature intricate, interwoven plots involving mistaken
identities, love triangles, or convoluted situations that create comedic misunderstandings.
2. **Humor and Wit**: Shakespeare employs various forms of humor, including wordplay, puns,
witty banter, and comedic timing, to engage the audience and evoke laughter.
3. **Mistaken Identity and Disguise**: Characters often assume disguises or mistaken identities,
leading to humorous situations and misunderstandings. This motif adds depth to the plot and
generates comedic tension.
4. **Love and Romance**: Themes of love, courtship, and romantic entanglements are prevalent.
These comedies often explore the complexities of relationships, featuring themes like unrequited
love, marriage, and reconciliation.
5. **Lighthearted Tone**: While there might be moments of tension or conflict, Shakespearean
comedies generally maintain a lighthearted and optimistic tone, often concluding with resolutions
that restore order and harmony.
6. **Multiple Subplots and Characters**: Comedies frequently involve various subplots and a
diverse array of characters, including witty clowns, clever servants, and lovers entangled in
amusing situations.
7. **Settings and Themes**: Settings can range from urban environments to pastoral landscapes.
Themes often revolve around the contrasts between city life and the countryside, as well as the
interplay between illusion and reality.
These characteristics collectively contribute to the richness, humor, and enduring appeal of
Shakespeare's comedic works, creating a diverse tapestry of laughter, romance, and human folly.
Themes in Shakespearean comedy



Shakespearean comedies are a captivating blend of wit, humor, and exploration of timeless themes.
Within these plays, Shakespeare masterfully weaves together various elements that collectively
contribute to the richness and enduring appeal of his comedic works. Themes within
Shakespearean comedies delve into the complexities of human relationships, societal norms, and
the interplay between illusion and reality. Through love, mistaken identity, social hierarchy, and
transformations, Shakespeare invites audiences into a world filled with laughter, romance, and the
delightful chaos of human folly. These themes, often interwoven with intricate plots and diverse
characters, showcase the depth and versatility of Shakespeare's storytelling while imparting
profound insights into the human condition.
Shakespearean comedies explore a range of themes that add depth and richness to the narratives:
1. **Love and Romance**: Central to most comedies, love is often depicted in various
forms—romantic love, unrequited love, forbidden love, and the complexities of relationships. The
pursuit of love and its obstacles drive much of the plot.
2. **Mistaken Identity and Disguise**: The theme of mistaken identity, along with characters
assuming disguises, creates confusion and adds humor. This motif often leads to unexpected
revelations and resolutions.
3. **Gender Roles and Relationships**: Comedies frequently examine societal expectations
surrounding gender roles, exploring themes of power dynamics between men and women, as well as
the challenges faced by women in asserting themselves.
4. **Social Order and Hierarchy**: Shakespeare's comedies often feature characters from different
social classes. The disruption and eventual restoration of social order play a significant role in these
narratives.
5. **Transformation and Change**: Characters undergo personal growth, transformation, or
self-discovery throughout the plays. This theme is often represented through characters' journeys
and their evolution in understanding themselves and others.
6. **Folly and Deception**: The comedies often involve elements of foolishness, witty deception,
and playful trickery. Characters' folly or misguided actions contribute to the comedic aspects and
drive the plot.
7. **Nature and Artifice**: Many comedies juxtapose the natural world with artificial constructs.
The setting, often shifting between urban and rural landscapes, reflects contrasts between the
authentic and the artificial.
8. **Redemption and Forgiveness**: The resolution of conflicts and the restoration of harmony
often involve themes of forgiveness, reconciliation, and the importance of second chances.
These themes intertwine within the intricate plots of Shakespearean comedies, contributing to the
multifaceted exploration of human nature, societal norms, and the complexities of relationships, all
while maintaining a lighthearted and comedic tone.
Shakespeare as a playwright
William Shakespeare, revered as one of the greatest playwrights in history, left an indelible mark
on the world of literature and theatre:



1. **Prolific Output**: Shakespeare authored 37 plays across various genres—tragedies, comedies,
histories, and tragicomedies. His works showcase an unparalleled range of themes and emotions.
2. **Language and Poetry**: He revolutionized the English language, crafting some of the most
memorable and enduring lines in literature. His use of poetic language, metaphors, and vivid
imagery remains unmatched.
3. **Exploration of Human Emotions**: Shakespeare delved deep into the human psyche,
exploring profound emotions such as love, jealousy, ambition, revenge, and the complexities of the
human condition.
4. **Complex Characters**: His plays feature multidimensional characters with intricate
motivations and flaws. From Hamlet's contemplation to Lady Macbeth's ambition, his characters
are psychologically rich and enduring.
5. **Timeless Themes**: Shakespeare's works touch upon universal themes that resonate across
centuries—love, power, justice, betrayal, and the duality of human nature.
6. **Innovative Storytelling**: He employed diverse narrative techniques, including subplots,
soliloquies, dramatic irony, and intricate plots filled with twists and turns.
7. **Impact and Legacy**: Shakespeare's influence extends globally. His works are performed
worldwide, translated into numerous languages, and adapted into various art forms, continually
captivating and inspiring audiences.
8. **Theatre and Performance**: His plays were performed at the Globe Theatre, where he was
associated with the Lord Chamberlain's Men, captivating both the aristocracy and the masses with
his theatrical prowess.
Shakespeare's legacy as a playwright is not only about his remarkable literary contributions but
also about his ability to capture the essence of humanity, creating works that transcend time and
continue to resonate with audiences across cultures and generations.
Shakespearean comedy based on human psyche
Absolutely! Shakespearean comedies are deeply rooted in an exploration of the human psyche.
Through the lens of humor, wit, and intricate plotlines, Shakespeare delves into various aspects of
human behavior, emotions, and relationships.
1. **Complex Characters**: Comedy characters in Shakespeare's plays often exhibit a wide range
of psychological traits. Their actions, motivations, and interactions provide insight into human
nature. For instance, characters like Beatrice and Benedick in "Much Ado About Nothing" display
wit and intelligence while navigating their feelings for each other, reflecting human insecurities and
defenses.
2. **Love and Relationships**: Themes of love, courtship, and the complexities of romantic
relationships take center stage in many of Shakespeare's comedies. He explores the nuances of
human emotions, including attraction, jealousy, and the challenges of communication in
relationships.



3. **Mistaken Identities and Disguises**: These comedic devices, often used in Shakespeare's
plays, create situations that test characters' reactions and reveal their inner workings. The
psychological impact of mistaken identity on characters can show vulnerabilities, fears, or desires.
4. **Psychological Depth through Humor**: Shakespeare employs humor not merely for
entertainment but also as a tool to uncover deeper human truths. By using wit, irony, and comedic
situations, he reveals the complexities and contradictions inherent in human behavior.
5. **Transformation and Self-Discovery**: Characters in Shakespearean comedies often undergo
transformations or personal growth. Their journeys explore themes of self-discovery, resilience,
and the evolution of their psyche as they navigate the challenges presented in the plot.
In summary, Shakespeare's comedies serve as a mirror to the human psyche, portraying the
intricacies of human behavior, emotions, and the complexities of interpersonal relationships in a
way that resonates with audiences across time and cultures.


